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material may temporarily bolster up the one side, but the real magnitude
of the problem is quite beyond feuch expedients.
Leave Russia alone, remove the blockade, adopt a policy of friendly
neutrality and Gallio-like impartiality to all factions. It may well be
that the only ultimate hope for Russia is a sobered, purified Soviet
system ; and that may be far better than the Tsarism to which our
present policy seems inevitably tending. If we have to appear on the
Russian scene at all, let it be as impartial benevolent friends and
helpers, and not as military or political partisans. Be patient with sick
Russia, give her time and sympathy, and await the results of her con*
valescence.
We have a good deal to set in order in our own house. The Dominions
have been well launched on their great career ; their status of complete
nationhood has now received international recognition, and as
members of the Britannic League they will henceforth go forward on
terms of equal brotherhood with the other nations on the great paths of
the world. The successful launching of her former Colonies among the
nations of the world, while they remain members of an inner Britannic
circle, will ever rank as one of the most outstanding achievements of
British political genius. Forms and formulas may still have to be
readjusted, but'the real work is done.
INDIA AND EGYPTV
There still remains the equally important task of properly locating
the great Dependencies, like India and Egypt, in the free democratic
British League. Recent severe troubles in both Dependencies mentioned
serve to remind us that no time must be lost in boldly grappling with
this problem. It is a task to be approached in an open mind and with
the fixed determination here, too, to realize those principles of freedom
and self-government without which this Empire cannot continue to exist
in the new time.
The Dominion solution will obviously not apply, but it may be
found possible to reconcile native self-government with a system of
expert advice and assistance, which mil replace the dead hand of
bureaucratic domination by the lighter but no less effective touch of a
friendly hand. The problem is capable of a practical solution, and
precedents for dealing with it are not entirely wanting.
IRELAND,
But most pressing of all.constitutional problems in the Empire is
the Irish question. It has become a chronic wound, the septic effects
of which are spreading to our whole system ; and through its influence
on America it is now beginning to poison our most vital foreign rela-
tions. Unless the Irish question is settled on the great principles which
form the basis of this Empire, this Empire must cease to exist. The fact
that Irishmen cannot be made to agree may have been a good reason
for not forcing on a solution during the war ; but now after peace the
question should be boldly grappled with. Our statesmen have just
come back from Paris, where they have dealt with racial problems like